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CONFIDENTIAL 



June 2, 1993 

Charles Kuhn — Director of Library 

Hood College 

401 Rosemont 

Frederick, MD 21701-8575 

Dear Charles: 

To repeat the introduction on the phone: I am the author of BEST EVIDENCE, 
which was published by Macmillan in 1981, and has been in print now for some 
12 years through a sequence of four different publishers. For your information, 
BEST EVIDENCE was a Book of the Month selection, and was nominated for a 
Pulitzer in history. It is a radical book, and the focus of much controversy. As I 
mentioned, I welcome the controversy about the facts. 

At present, I am working on a biography of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

As discussed, enclosed find a bound copy of the following two essays I wrote last 
month in response to some rather extreme attacks made on me by Roger 
Feimnan, on the CompuServe national bulletin board: 

(1) "BEYOND ME": Who is Roger Feinman (and why does he hate me so much?) 

(2) "SCREWBALL 'LOGIC:' ROGER FEINMAN'S ABSURD ATTEMPT TO 
PROVE BEST EVIDENCE WAS A HOAX, and paint me in a False Light 

These essays provide important background information about the assassination 
research movement, in general — and about Feinman, in particular. I think these 
essays establish that Feinman bears me a considerable amount of ill will, if not 
malice, and these essays attempt to explore the origins of this situation. 

In addition, I am enclosing a xerox copy of the latest letter I have received from 
Harold Weisberg. Since photocopies are sometimes hard to read, here are 
excerpts of the names I am called by Weisberg in the first few pages of the letter: 
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"the old nazi method", "the crap that made you rich and famous", "your 
customary practice of nazissm", "yellow cur that you are", "Lifton whose 
mind works like the nazi minds", (the preceding is all on page one); "your 
swill", "the gross ignorance of your cheap nazi-think", "insolent baseless 
and nazi-thinking", "nazi-thinking approach to everything", "nazi thinker 
that you are", "what an unconscionable wretch you are", "the common, 
stinking shit that you are", "you, the hitler-minded bastard" (this is 
through page 4). 

Although Weisberg presents himself as a socially responsible scholar, and has 
obtained many documents under the Freedom of Information Act, this is the 
Harold Weisberg I (and many others) have known when. he sits down at his 
typewriter. As I said on the phone, I do not understand how a reporter like 
George Lardner takes him seriously. 

I have also included, for your perusal, several pages of messages from a Section 
Leader on the CompuServe Bulletin Board chastising Feinman for placing on the 
board, for national distribution, what were essentially attacks on me — all in the 
guise of criticizing my book. As that section leader has told Feinman in these 
messages (and has emphasized to me) Feinman will no longer be permitted to 
post personal attacks against me on the CompuServe bulletin board. 

Feirrman, of course, perceives all this differently. He apparently thinks that I am 
"hiding" something and, by God, he is going to expose it — whatever "it" is. 

Which brings me to Hood College. 

Last week, I was informed that Feinman had some third party go into the Sylvia 
Meagher papers at Hood College and start copying correspondence between 
myself and Sylvia Meagher from the period 1965 to about 1973 — and also, in 
general, to peruse Ms. Meagher's files for anything negative that could be found 
about me. Specifically, I was told that Feinman had in his possession a 
memorandum to the file, written by Ms. Meagher, circa 1969, which recorded the 
following item of gossip: that I supplied booze and women to former Warren 
Commission attorney Wesley Liebeler, and, via that process, was able to rifle 
through his files. 

This is sheer nonsense, but just days ago, Feinman was on the phone calling a 
third party and "investigating" this allegation. 

You have had your experiences with Feinman; these essays I have sent amply 
record mine. 
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The question is: what is to be done about this situation, so that common sense, 
and legitimate scholarship, prevails? 

Specifically, I checked my own files yesterday, and Sylvia Meagher and I had a 
very active correspondence. We also went through periods where she and I got 
along famously (I found one letter, last night, which begins, "You are a 
sweetheart!", after I did her a favor), but also found others which indicate the 
relationship had fallen on much harder times. Pardon my fuzziness on some of 
this, but all this transpired some 25 years ago, and I try to live in the present. 

Speaking now without having sought legal advice, it is my wish that my letters 
to Sylvia not be made available or photocopied by anyone without my written 
consent. Moreover, if it were within my rights to do so, I would definitely state 
that my letters t o Sylvia should be off limits to Harold Weisberg. Roger Feinman. 
or_ anyone acting on their behalf . I think the attachments I have sent with this 
letter establish my very legitimate concerns, with respect to these two gentlemen. 

I am truly sorry that these files, which probably contain much interesting 
information about the assassination controversy, and the various personalities 
involved in it, should have their "first use" by Roger Feinman, in his ongoing 
vendetta against me on the CompuServe Bulletin board. 

Sincerely, 



David Lifton 

P.S. When it is permissible to do so, please send me the finding aid for Sylvia 
Meagher's papers, along with any charge. 

ATT: 

2 essays, described at top of page one of this letter: 

(1) "Beyond Me": Who Is Roger Feinman? 

(2) "Screwball 'Logic'" :ROGER FEINMAN'S ABSURD ATTEMPT TO 
PROVE BEST EVIDENCE WAS A HOAX, and paint me in a False Light 

Photocopy of Harold Weisberg's recent letter to me 

Photocopy of two communications from CompuServe Section Leader Alex 
Krislov, to Roger Feinman, about the nature of his writings attacking me on 
CompuServe. 



cc: Dr. Gerold McKnight 




